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Lat us for a few moments try to go back and see what conditions
axistad at about the tine our lodge was instituted.

1845 trought James K. Polk se President of the United States and
ageing Danlal Webster ab Secretary of State five years later. Territcrial
expansion and the inereasing settlement toward the West was progreasing
ranidly. Discussion favoring the admission of Texas as a state in the Union
pas current, the slogan "Fifty-four Forty or Fight" was heard gvarywhere in
gsonnection with the Oregon Territory, and boundary disputes and friotion
between the United States and Hexiso over Califernia and New Maexioo forecast
eventual settlement by war. Strong division in the intaerests of the Nerth
and South wers becoming more evident. The Mexican War, the Cold Rush and
the Civil ¥ar all lay ahead.

The principal occupations in Stoughton at that time were faraing,
bootmaking and weaving, and most men worked long hours under difficult
conditions to cbtain not much more than a bars axistence. Communication was
glows the first telegraph line was being installed betwen Baltimore and
¥ashingtcn. Up to this time, transportation here was about the same as it had
been for 150 years pﬁvions, but on darch 18, 1845, the railroad tyracke werse
completed and the first stess train ran into Stoughbon. Wedisal and surgical
treatment as we know it was in its infancy, sanitation and hygiene were

practioally unknown and the health and soclal agencies had not reached us.
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impackaged bulk dried food, together with locally grown fruit,
vegetables, and perishable foods inoluding meats hung or laid exposed to the
neavy dust from the roads and the flles, were on the merchants shelves some-
times side by side with bolts of aloth, hardware and general merc handise.
"here ware no telephones, no electric lights, no automobiles and no movies.

Nevertheless, food was cheap, wants were few, ard nelghbors helped
in the care of the sick & d unfertunate. Stoughton was a happy, progressive
ocommunity ascording to the standards of the time.

Tnto this community came a new crganization with an old ideal of
mutual assistance in practical form. On the evening of May 5, 18L5, the Orand
Magter of the Independent Crder of 0dd Fellows of Massachisstts instituted what
was then known as North Stoughton Lodge No. 72, I.0. O. F. on the petition of
eipght Cdd Fellows, all former members of Yiddlesex Lodge No. 17 of Malden.

Of figars were chosen and installed by the Grand “Yaster and membars werse then
initiated. The twenty-three Charter Membaers were Llisha Page, Noble Grand,
Elbridge Jones, Vice Crand, Zsra Stearns, Secretary, %William ¥. Hawas, Treasurer,
. Hosea (sgood, Jr., Warden, Luthar Hayden, Conductor, Nathan Withington, Jr.,
Right Supporter of the Neoble Grand, Jogiah Adkins, Left Supporter of the Neble
Orand, John P. Craig, Right Supporter of the Vice (rand, H. Warren Joneg, Left
Supporter of the Viece Grand, William Hayden, Ripght Scene Supporter,

Geore darden, Left Scene Supvorter, Jefferscn Fitts, Inside Cuardian,

Elijah Hawes, Gutsids Cuardian, and Samuel 5. Jonea, ihasclom Osborn,

Lysander Teaguss Samuel Phinney, Asa Cock, Jr., Samiel S. Capen, Jonathan 8.

Curtis, ¥illiam Page and Simeon 5. Page.




The hall in which they met that night and ceoupled for some years
was at North Stoughton, formerly the property of tlisha Page, now 35T Page
S&@t and stood at right front from the present barn. The building was
aftarward moved to Stoughton Center and in 1945 stood on the corner of
Washington and Falmut Streets, numbered 386 Washington Strest, opposite the
old blacksmith shop and across the road from the Porter Coal Company coal
vard. At a speoial meeting, Rising Star Lodge No. 76 I. O. O. F. of Randolph
was also instituted in this building on June 3, 1845, and M¥ount Hebron
Sncampment No. 2L was instituted there on Octobar 22, 18L6.

. In 1B47 Samuel ¥. Hodges became a member of the lodge by transfer.
By 1853 the lodgs had become nearly bankrupt and seemed about ready to
surrender ita charter, it being almost impossible to obtain a guorum at the
meetings. PBrother Hodges used his influence teo move the lodge to the Center
village and it was largely through his efforts that the c¢hange was made on
May 26, 1853, and the second hall, ccoupied on this date, was called
¥ashington Hall and was in Xorton Square, owned by Nathaniel d¥orton, and is
believed to be the largest of four bulldings off Worton Square faoing the
reilroad tracks. The strife engendared by this removal led many of the
brothers to give faeble support to the lodge, many wers guapendaed and many
drooped out. Brother Hodges remained true to 0dd Fellowsnip and to interssts
of Stoughton lLodge, which eventually prospered, as did Brother Hodges, who
rose in the order, becoming Grand Master in 1865.

Prior to this removal, however, on Fehruary 2, 1852, the lodge
voted t0 proocure a work book containing the decres of Rebekah and on
Mareh 1, 1852, Yrs. William Tozer, Mrs. C. E. Monk, Mrs. N. Withingtom, Jr.,
¥rs. C. Marden and ¥rs. O, Jenkins were initiated into the degree of Rebekah.
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The third hall was ocoupled on March 16, 1859, and was the large
building owned by Nathanisl Morton and stoed facing Wyman Street on land
now or formerly owned by the New York, New Haven and Hartford Rallroad and
used as a freight yard. Some years later this building was acquired by
Risig Star Lodge of Masons and noved aoross Fyaan Street and the Railroad
tracks, which in itself is an intaresting story. It stands opposite the
Railrcad Station and is still owned and used by Rising Star Lodge of {asonse.

Several membars served with honor in the Civil War but there 1s
record of only one death in aotlve garvice, Brother John M. Drake of Sharon,
Orderly Sergeant of Co. K, 33rd Regiment Massachusettis Voluntears, aged 33
years, who was killed at the battle of Lookout ¥ountain en Ootober 29, 1843.

The lodze was invited by the 5. A. R. to unite with them in thelir
Pirst Memorial Services on Saturday aftorncon, ¥ay 29, 1869. About twenty
of our brothurs had served as Civil War soldiers. We Joined tre G. Ae Re
for the same surpose in Hay of 1870, 1871 and 1872 and assisted in desoration
as we have meny times sincs.

We have always been grest visitors, but from 1870 to 1900 we were
particularly active, probably through the initiative of Bro. Albert 4. Standish
in getting special trains and reservations on the railroad. From Taunton to
Bogton, and from dansfield to ths Weymouths, as well as to the saeveral lodpes

in Brockton and further intc Plymouth County, frequent and congenial visitation
was the order of the timee.

Our fourth home, 0dd Fellows Hall in the new blosk on ¥aghington
Street, tuilt and cwned by Iro. Newell S. Atwood, was appropriately dedicated
to the uses and purposes of the order on the evening of Tuesday, iugust 9, 1381,
by the officers of the Orand lLedge. This block was afterward cwned by
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Cornelius Murply and was displaced by the Stoughton Building. On that
evening the Nebls Orand was presented for the use of the lodge a wand each
for the Farden and Condustors chairs from a delegatiom representing Forest
Lodge Y¥o. 18 of Hyde Park.

On May 22, 1889, & committes of five was appointed conasisting of
the Trustees: Charles Temny, Albert S. Standish and Albert H. Whiting,
‘Logether with James W. Richardson and Righard B. West, to take under
consideration the purchase of a lot of land for the purpose of building a
hall. The preliminary work of the Bullding Comnittes of five having besn
cospleted, on April 9, 1890, a comittee of 30 was appointed to devise ways
and means to raise funds forerecting a bullding, and about a year later 1t
was voted to erest thobuildinzmdmrrontﬂnplammwbym
Trustess. This was 4o be cur £ifth and present hall, the first mesting
being held thare on June 8, 1892. Mush time and thought was given by thea
to the lay-out and we are grateful to them for their judgment and foresight
in the planning and construstion.

On May 1, 1901, the Trustass paid $1,500 on the mortgage oa the
building as Voted by the lodge. This was the first large payment, §1,350
of whioh was the proceeds of cur Amniversary Fair hald in April, little
detail of which is found in the records, but which must have besn a large
and suocessful affair. They delieved in deeds, not words.

On January 13, 190k, Stoughton Lodge Wo. T2 met in special sesaion
at 2130 pe M. to attend the funeral of R. Yarren Jones, Fast Orand, held in
the lLodge Room by request of the deceased, Rev. Leon 0. Willisme of the
Tniversalist Church being the officlating elergysan. Brother Jones was the
last charter member of Stoughton Lodge No. T72.




Our elequent and revered brother, Rev. A. St. John Chambre died
in Lowell on December 7, 1911, after a& full life in the Christian xinistry
and in 0dd Fellowship. He had alweys been deeply interested in Stoughton
Lodge and had baen an astive member for many years, having been initiated
in 196k beginning in his first offise in the lodge as Chaplain on July 6,
186L4. He later became Crand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of Massaclusette.
He acted as District Deputy Grand Master for many years and was eéver
faithful, exerting great influence for good not only in our order but aleo
in the community.

In Yorld ®ar I, we lost brothers Francis Kennedy, who died
somewhare in Frange with the British Amy, John lMcUarvey, who also died in
France, and Lestcr Whittem who died at Fort Devans, Serving faithfully a
cause which all America hoped would put an end to the brutality and
oppression of aggressor nations.

At the TSth Anniversary Celebration on May 19, 1920, an intereating
masical progran was enjoyed and a historical outline of events since ocur
institution in 18LS was given by PFro. Oscar A. Marden, P. G., followed by
supper and spesches.

On February 10, 1922, Albert E. Standish, P. G., William L.
Russell, N. G., and Bro. William Lutied, as a comittee, and with a large
delagation from Stoughton Lodge, Journsyed to Sharon and pressnted to the
newly instituted lodge the gift of a ballot box from Stoughton Leodge.

One of the greatsst occasions in our history was the *Burning of
the Hortgage” on Saturday evening, November 2k, 1923. dvents leading up to
this began on January L, 1922, when a committee of t1e following brothere
was aprointed to progseed with a campaign to pay off the mortgares
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Oscar H. Hinds, P. O., Chairman, Elmwer G. Royse, P. G., Walter M. tassell,
P. 0., Charies B. Dodge, P. G., Willis E. Long, P. G., Ernest I. Goward, P. .,
willianm Lutted, Willism L. Russell, Harry R. Holbrook, J. Edward Bete, Harmry
Baines, Lester M. Oay, Bdgar M. BRuszell and Vietor =. Cornish. In two years
of splandid activity, powered by the enthusiasm and persistence of Oscar He
Hinds, pladgwmmnred,phyogimlnthomwbymdhllmm
8ister Rebekahs, mdnawdlmcsmmunulmmhwmsaurodtomkotm
final payment. On that evening Bro. J. Ldward Bste, Nobls CGrand,; was master
of Ceremonies, Bro. Csear A. Marden introduced the Grand laster and Marghal,
the Berseverance Rebeksh Lodge ¥No. 97, the Distriot Deputy Grand Master and
his Marshal, snd & large group of meubers were presett. After the bamuet
the lodge orchestra, assisted by ¥rs. Ethel Lutted, opensd the eantartalment.
An original poen appropriate to the occasicn, written by Bro. Edgar ¥. Russell,
Recording Seerstary, was read, and the ?r_emru- of the Truatesa turned the
martgage over to J. Rdward Bete, Noble rand, Edwin R. Oay, Vige (rand, and
Osgar H. Hinds, Chairman of the Committes, while ths (rand Master,
Rev. Frank G. Potter, held the toroh whioh ignited the document and consumed
it %o ashas. nghu, mugic by the lodge quartette and professional
entertaimment were enjoyed.
Thcmlythhgtodstrwt!rmtham-nﬂmhdgnorﬂwmth
of Bro. Albart E. Standish, P. G., ten days before. He had completed fifty
Mﬁamhointhcerﬂwmdhﬁbammdthommmmum
in this and surrounding towns, having served many times as District Deputy
Grand Master and in various offices, particularly as Master of Cersmoniss at
celebrations and masory of him is still green to many Odd Fellows present.
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On March 12, 192, the lodge aet under the meet unuswal cenditions
within the memory of our oldest members, as a sevare storm of snow driven by
a high northeast gale had besn raging for over L3 hours, making travel almost
impossibles. Eleotric lights and telerhones were cut of servise. Neverthe less,
& quorum was ccllected and the meeting held by candle light.

Paring the 1920's there were a mumber of members with marked
dramatic talent astive in the lodge and several fime plays were produced in
cooparation with the Rebekahs. (veoasional short and often extemporanecus
sketohes by the membsrs were enjoyed by the lodge, a partisularly comioal ons
having been given by J. Edward Bete and Cscar H. Hinds in black face on the
evening of April 15, 1925.

For years a quartette consisting of hWrothers Walter Musller,
¥illiam L. Russell, Arthur Day and Fred C. Clmirehill gave us pleasing musio
at our special oscasions. From time tc time a mixed quartette sang, consisting
of brothers ¥alter Musller and ¥illiam L. Rassell, Mrs. Oscar H. Hinds and
Mrs. ¥illls E. Long being reseived wit: hearty sppreciation on many an
cocasion.

In the middle twenties our degres work was notable amd it is cnly
fair to give credit to the following members who did sugh cutstanding work.
The Initiation was under the direstion of Willis E. Iong, Floor Director.
Peter Wood, P. Ge, was Degree Master of the First Degree and J. Edward Bete
as Floor Director. J. Edward Bete, P. 0., was Degree Master of the Second
Degree with Arthur L. Day as Floor Dirsctor, and William L. Russell, P. G.,
was Dagree Master of the Third Degree with Uscar H. Hinds as Floor Direstor.

On May 25, 1927, at a gsla night, after rencvation of our hall,
toward which the Rebekahs eontributed, a recepticn was given to our Grand
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On March 12, 1924, the lodge met under the mest umsual conditions
within the memory of our oldest membars, as a sevare storm of snow driven by
a high northeast gale had been raging for over 43 hours, meking travel almost
impossible. Glestric lights and telerhones were out of sarvise, Yeverthe less,
a quorum was collected and the mesting held by candle light.

Puring the 1920'a there were a mumber of meabers with marked
dramatic talant aoctive in the lodge and several fime plays were produced in
Ieoopmtion with the Rebekahs. (vocasional short and often axtemporanecus
sketches by the membars wers enjoyed by the lodge, 2 particularly comiocal one
having been given by J. Zdward Bete and Ugoar H. Hinds in blagk face on the
evening of April 15, 1925.

Far years a quartetts consisting of btrothers Walter Kusller,
w{lliam L. Russell, Arthur Day and Fred C. Churchill gave us pleasing music
at our special occasions. From time to time a mixed guartette sang, cons isting
of brothers Yalter Yueller and ¥illiam L. Russell, Mrs. Oscar H. Hinds and
Nre. Fillis E. Long being received wit: hearty appreclation on many an
cocasion.

In the mlddle twenties our degres work was notable and it is only
feir to give oredit to the following members who did such gutstanding work.
The Initiation was undsr the direstion of Willis E. Long, Floor Director.
Peter Wood, P. G., was Degree Haster of the First Degree and J. Edward Dete
as Floor Direstor. J. Edward Bete, P. 0., wae Degree MNaster of the Second
Degree with Arttur L. Day as Floor Director, and Willlas L. Russall, P. G.p
was Degree Yaster of the Third Degree with Cscar H. Hinds as Floor Director.

On May 25, 1927, at a gala night, after renovation of our hall,
toward which tha Rebekahs contributed, & receptlon was given to our Grand
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lodge officera. A delicious chicken ple supper was served by a coamittes
of Perseveranse Social Circle consisting of Mrs. Yalter J. Mueller,
pg. Harriet Clapp, ¥rs. Oertrude Smith, Miss Olive Chase, iss Lydla Helnes
and ¥iss Peatrice Barrett. In behalf of the lodge, (rand Master Herbert B.
Bond presented to ¥alter G. Pratt a Past (rand Veterans Jewel in recognition
of 25 years of faithful service as an officer and member of the lodge. The
Noble Urand, in behalf of Mrs. Hattie and Mrs. Carrie Ruasell, prasoented to
the Lodge a Chaplain's pedestal in honor of their late husbands, Waltser .
and idgar ¥, Russell, who had long served the lodge faithfully as members and
officers. Addresses were given by the distinguished guests, inoluding one by
our own Bro. Osear A. Marden, Past Grand Patriarch of the OGrand Lnoampment
I. Oe Os Fo of Massaohuasstts as well as Past (rand Representative.

The next month, on June 29, 1927, the lodge acecepted a gift of money
under agreement made that day, from Mrs. U. Anna Downes, to be known as the
Gecrre ¥inot Munt Fund in memory of our late Rrother Hunt of Canton, she being
his sister. The inoome of this fund, while not large, has been a weloome

addition to our work in Odd Fellowship because under the terms of the agreansnt

executed by ¥rs. Downes and the Trustees, Bros. ¥illiam L. Rusgell, Fred D. Clapp
and Edwin R. Cay, it is to be "used by the lodge for the purchase of flowsrs ard

the relief of its members standing in need of relief beyond that to which they
may be entitled in the form of lLodge Benefits, and for other cognate charitadble
purposas to which the general funds of this Lodge could not, under the laws
of the order of Cdd Fellows, properly be applied.”

On September 21, 1927, at a Rell Call evening, the oldest member
presont was Fro. Richard B. Ward with a record of 51 years as a membaer.
Next was Bro. Cscar A. Marden with L9 years, who gave an extremely interesting
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and reminiscent talk acknowledging with pleasure his years of membership
and stating that during his half century as a trial justice, he could not
recollegt of having a member of this lodge brought before him on a crimimal
charge.

Cn the evening of Tesembar 2, 1931, an Uld Timers' night was
celegrated and Eldon F. Holmes, in honor of his SOth amniversary as a member,
was presented a 50 year veterans jewel by the lodge, Distrist Deputy Grand
Master Thomas ¥. Chisholm making the presentation. The occasion was notable
because Frothor ilolmes' father, Wadsworth Holmes, was an Odd Fellow and his
Tive brothers alsc jolned the order here. They were Burthier ¥%. Holmes, Sr.,
and Nathan Folmes, both living at the time, and Herbert O. Holmes, Hemxy
Holmes and 'harles Holmes, dsceased.

Abcut 1932 the paraphernalia rooz was converted to a small social
or olub reom and has been in contimuous op:pation since that time, until
recantly, giving much enjoyment and oprortunity for recreation to our members.

Faw of us realize that the epan of the pericd of membership of two
of ocur brothers, one deceased, almost oovers our entire 100 years of existence,
but Prother irnest ©. Coward, P. e, who is present, was orne of the brothers
who watehed st the lést 11lnaess of Brother Charles R. Seaver, who becane a
member of the lodge on Jamuary 12, 1845, only eight momths after the lodge was
instituted.

Length of sarvice in office is considered an indication of efficiency
and faithfulness. We have always dependad greatly on the advice and experience
of owr desk officers and have had several giving long terms of satisfactory
service. Hro. Churles R. Seaver sexved as Treasurer for 28 years, first

being elected in July, 1860. Beginning in Jamary 1876, Pro. James ¥. Rlchardson




served as Financial Secretary for 31 years. We have been fortunate in
having as fecording “ecretaries a succession of thres careful, conssientiocus
braothersa; Bro. "ilbur F. Fuller served more than 21 years, Bro. idrar M.
Russell for 1% yeara, passing away suddenly in office on January 27, 1926,
and our late Pro. Charles S. Stickmey served 13 years as Treasurer and more
than 13 years as Recording Secretary, making 31 years as a desk of flcer.

I i 1O B 2 € ey
Cur presert. Trsasurer, Bro. Willlam R. Kimball, hesl served over i years,
but the cutstanding record for length of service, falthfulneas, and soundness

WS

of judgment in counsel &8 being established by ocur Arsgewk Financial Secretary,
Bro, ¥alter G. Pratt, P. G., who had served continuously in that office since

ek Al B oin ¢é‘- M-m/»c/ 1F e
Janus &—mied—at—mm e 2
anuary, 1910,k 4’ : ’ ., it Sr\r#(‘nagv’ Vi, e oo
¥e have gix brothiers who hm members for more than 50 yam:+ o F
) ot Gott
we regrat’trat it was not possible for some of them to be with us tonkebs i;wa'”

Nathan A. Holmes 63 years Robert 5. Johnson, ®p, Q. 53 years
Heney ¥, Bird, P. G. 61 ysars Zrnest . Coward, P. G. 52 ysars
James A. Graham, P. G. 57 years Fred N. Cohenno 51 years

From a study made by our iate Pro. Charles S. Stiskney, P. GC.,
e “d
ecovering a period of only ten ysars, we MW o

191 bruthers reoeived 3662 wesks sick benefits & 5,589
27 widowed families relieved 5Lo

37 funeral expanses 1,8%0

Donations
Fatchers and murses 168
Other eharitable purposes 202
Support of I. O, 0. F. Hone 1,252
Total $ 9,814

@ Received for duas $13,064
< " Total Relief 9,814

)-/ ¥%e have had suppers and evaenings of speclal exercises and
entertaimment by the hundreds, we haves visited and been visited by other

L
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lodges thousands of times, and we have visited the sick thousands of times.
There have been several unusual ogcasions such as presenting a Bible and
$100 in cash to the Blue Hill Lodge of Canton as a token of friendship,
and of having given the hall many times for observanses of Golden Weddings
and ot’her family celebrations of our members. Many divine services have .
been attended in a body at losal ohurches insluding dozens of Memorial
Services, and we have been able to place several of ocur older brothers in
our Odd Fellows Home, of which we are all s¢ proud.

These are marely the highlights in ocur activities of 100 years
and as the records were scanned for interesting events for this outline,
we were impressed by the fagt that for these 100 years every page of our
records is spread with the activities of many men finding great
psatisfaction in agts of benevclence, charity, kindliness, good counael and
payment of weekly sick benefits, which is not charity, but that which is
rightfully due to every member whose duss are properly pald up.

No organization with sush a record for making the world a better
place in which to live deserves anything except a bright and successful
future, and we of_ Stoughton Lodge lock forward to increased brotherhood

and service M_mh-m
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