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E it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assem-
bled and by the authority of the same
as follows:—

Section 1. All that territory now the Town
of Stoughton in the County of Norfolk, comprised
within the following limits, that is to say; beginning
at a point on the easterly line of Stoughton, where
the Old Colony Railroad crosses said easterly line;
thence southwesterly along the westerly side of said
Old Colony Railroad about four hundred and sixty
rods to a point on the westerly side of the culvert
where Saulisbury Brook passes under said railroad;
thence in a straight line south about five hundred and
thirty-two rods to the westerly side of Oak Street,
where it intersects South Street; thence southerly
again along the westerly side of Oak Street about
seventy-five rods to the Brockton line; thence easterly
along said Brockton line about six hundred and
eighty-seven and one-half rods to the Holbrock line;
thence in a straight line northerly about eight hun-
dred and ninety-four rods along the Holbrook line
and the Randolph line to the point of the beginning
is hereby incorporated as a Town by the name of
Avon, and said Town of Avon is hereby invested
with all the powers, privileges, rights and immuni-
ties, and made subject to all the duties, liabilities and
tequisitions to which other towns are entitled and
subjected by the Constitution and laws of this Com-
monwealth.

Section 2. The inhabitants and estates within
caid Town of Avon and the owners of said estates
shall be holden to pay all arrears of taxes which have
been legally assessed upon them by the Town of
Stoughton and all taxes heretofore assessed and not
collected shall be collected and paid to the treasurer
of the Town of Stoughton in the same manner as
if this act had not been passed: and until the next
State valuation the Town of Avon shall annually
in the month of November pay to the Town of
Stoughton, twenty pet cent of all the State and
County taxes that may be assessed upon said Town
of Stoughton.

Section 3. The Towns of Stoughton and

Commuonmealth nof Massachusetts

in the year one thousand cight hundred and eighty-eight

AN ACT
TO INCORPORATE THE
TOWN OF AVON

Avon shall be respectively liable for the relief and
support of all persons who now do or shall here-
after stand in need of reliel as paupers. Whose set-
tlement was gained whether by original acquisition
or derivation within their respective limits; and the
Town of Avon shall pay annually to the Town of
Stoughton twenty per cent of all costs for the support
or relief of those persons who now do or shall here-
after stand in need of relief or support as paupers and
whose settlement by original acquisition or deriva-
tion was gained by reason of military service as a part
of the quota of the Town of Stoughton or who
cannot be located on the site whence their settlement
was derived or whereon it was acquired.

Section 4. All suits and proceedings at law
or in equity where the cause of action in favor of or
against the Town of Stoughton arose before the pas-
sage of this act shall be instituted and prosecuted or
defended by the Town of Stoughton with the same
effect as if this act had not been passed: and the
amount recovered in any such suit ot proceeding by
or against said Town of Stoughton shall be received
or paid as the case may be by the Town of Stoughton,
and reckoning costs and expenses, including counsel
fees, shall be divided between the Towns of Stough-
ton and Avon in the proportion of twenty per cent
to the Town of Avon and eighty per cent to the
Town of Stoughton.

Section 5. The corporate property belonging
to the Town of Stoughton at the date of the passage
of this Act and the public debt of said Town existing
At said date shall be divided between the Town of
Stoughton and Avon in the proporation of eighty
per cent to the Town of Stoughton and twenty per
cent to the Town of Avon: and said Town of Avon
shall receive from said Town of Stoughton twenty
per cent of whatever amount may hereafter be re-
funded to said Town of Stoughton from the State ot
United States to reimburse said Town of Stoughton
for bounties to soldiers, or State aid paid soldiers’
families after deducting all reasonable expenses: and
said Town of Stoughton and said Town of Avon
shall jointly bear the expense of making the survey
and establishing the line between the said Towns of



Stoughton and Avon.

Section 6. In case the said Towns of Stough-
ton and Avon shall not agree in respect to a division
of property, debts or town paupers, the Supcrior
Court for the County of Norfolk shall upon the
petition of either town appoint three competent and
disinterested persons to hear the parties and make
award thereon; and their award or the award of any
two of them being accepted by said court shall be
final, in making said award said Commissioners shall
assign the real estate belonging to the Town of
Stoughton at the time of the passage of this act to
the town within which said estate shall be situated
so far as such a division shall be practicable.

Section 7. The Town of Avon shall, until
otherwise provided by law, continue to be a part of
the second Congressional district, of the second Coun-
cellor district, of the second Norfolk Senatorial dis-
trict, and the Seventh Norfolk representative districe,
and at all elections the inhabitants of the Town of
Avon shall vote at polling places to be furnished
within the said Town. The Selectmen and the
Clerk of the Town of Avon shall make returns of
elections as if the Town had existed at the time of
the formation of said district.

Section 8. Any Justice of the Peace within
and for the County of Norfolk may issue his war-
rant directed to any inhabitant of the Town of Avon
requiring him to notify and warn the inhabitants
thereof qualified to vote in town affairs to meet at
the time and place therein appointed for the purpose
of choosing all such town officers as towns are by law

authorized and required to choose at their annual
meetings; and said warrant shall be served by pub-
lishing a copy thereof in some newspaper printed in
the Town of Stoughton or City of Brockton, and by
posting up copices thereof all attested by the person
to whom the same is directed in three public places
in said Town of Avon, seven days at least before
such time of meeting, such justice, or in his absence
such inhabitant required to notify the meceting shall
preside until the choice of Moderator in said meeting
1s made.  The Selectmen of the Town of Stoughton
shall before such meeting prepare a list of voters in
said Town of Avon qualified to vote at said meeting,
and shall deliver the same to the person presiding at
such meeting before the Moderator therzof is chosen.

Section 9. This Act shall take cffect upon

1ts passage.
House of Representatives February 16th, 1888
Passed to be enacted Chas J. Noyes ""Speaker™

In Senate February 20th, 1888

Passed to be enacted Halsey J. Boardman, Pres.
Witness the seal of Commonwealth.

February 21st, 1888

Approved: Oliver Ames
Secretary’s Department
Boston, February 21st, 1888

(Seal)

A true copy.
Henry B. Peirce
Secretary of the Commonuwealth
A true copy of the Secretary’s Copy.
George J. Smith, "Town Clerk”

FIRST SELECTMEN OF AVON — 1888

COL. GEORGE W. ROBBINS

HIRAM BLANCHARD

BARTLETT COLLINS
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E‘E = ISTORY tells us that unul late in the
gﬁ Seventeenth Century all the lands now

J comprising the towns of Stoughton, Can-
ton and Sharon were wild and uninhab-
itated, and were part of the town of Dorchester.

On November 20. 1637, the General Court
fixed the southern boundary of the town at the Old
Colony line granting to the town of Dorchester over
40,000 acres of land extending from the Blue Hills
to the Plymouth Line making Dorchester at that
time the largest town in New England. The lands
now comprising the towns of Stoughton, Canton
and Sharon, with the lands beyond it, were known
as the South Precinct.

In 1684, Charles Josiah, son of Chicataubet,
granted to Roger Clapp, Capt. John Capen, Lieut.
Richard Hall, Ensign Samuel Clapp and Quarter-
master Thomas Swift, and their heirs, the whole
tract of land in the township of Dorchester, south of
the Blue Hills, excepting the 'Punquapang Planta-
tion””. This grant was given in consideration of
money paid to Charles Josiah by William Stoughton,
a high official in Massachusetts and its first Lieuten-
ant Governor, and for whom the town of Stoughton
was later named.
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The owners of those lands were known as
“Dorchester Proprietors” and in 1713 were incor-
porated as a distinct body. The town of Dorchester
had nothing further to do with their affairs.

The lands were sold from time to time and the
purchasers became lawful owners, independent and
paying no tribute to any proprieior.

In the year 1726, with a love of freedom and
self government, came the incorporation of those
lands as the town of Stoughton. Not only did
Stoughton include what is now the towns of Canton
and Sharon, but also nearly all of Foxborough and
one-fourth of Dedham.

Moses Curtis, the first settler of what is now

the town of Avon, was a blacksmith, born in Brain-
tree, who in the year 1720 came with his family and
settled on what is now North Main Street.  He built
the house on the west side of the street, the second
from the Randolph town line, later known as the
“Briggs’' house, which was afterwards the home of
Rev. Joel Briggs, for forty-one years pastor of the
Avon Baptist Church. The house is stil]l standing.

Moses Curtis was the father of eleven children,
six of whom survived him. Of these, Edward the
oldest built the house formerly the Isaac Blanchard
house, and later the Packard home, at the corner of
Main and East High Streets. Theophilus. another
son, built his house on the westerly side of West
Main Street, on the site of the Porter Farm later the
Anderson Farm. Ashley Curtis, the third son, built
at what is now the junction of West Main and Pond
Streets. The house is still standing. William Cur-
tis. the fourth son, built his house in 1756 on the
site of the home of the late Benjamin Hammon on
Central Street. The three daughters married: Dor-
othy to Benjamin Porter, of Bramntree: Mary to
Jonathan Carey, who inherited the homstead of
Moses Curtis; and Hannah to Nathaniel Littlefield,
who built their house on East Main Street, the prop-
erty being known later as "'McGonnigle’s Farm”™.

In the year 1749, what is now the town of
Avon was known as “‘Curtis Corner’”’. Twice the
Corner people asked to be annexed to Bridgewater.
On “'September 7, 1741: Vorted that a Committee
be chosen to meet the General Court on ye 9th inst,
to show cause why Moses Curtis and others should
not be annexed to the Town of Bridgewater: and
to show cause also at the General Court—if need be".

This evidently was not approved as in 1755
"It was put to vote whether ye Town would sett off
Capt. Moses Curtis and others with their estates to ye
Town of Bridgewater, or see if the Town will vote
off a corner of ye Town of Stoughton to Bridge-
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HISTORICAL SKETCH—continued

water by any bounds as may be thought proper”.
“And it passed in ye negative' .

Moses Curtis, the first settler, died in 1763,
aged ninety years, and is buried in Ashland Street
Cemetery, Brockton.

In 1749 Dependence French built his house on
what is now South Street, which house was occupied
by his descendants until the death of the last survivor,
Alphkeus French, in 1924. John French. twin brother
of Dependence. in 1754 built his house on South
Strezt. now the home of the Howland family. Caleb
Howard, owner of considerable property, built and
cccupied the house on East Main Street, near the
Montello line, now occupied by descendants of
Charles Thayer.

Atherton and Nathanie! Wales, from whom
many of the members of the Wales families of Ran-
dolph are descended, settled on the Cincinnati Road,
oft Page Street. The road was laid out for their
benefit in 1756.

Nathaniel Hammond settled on land south of
the house many years later built by the late Patrick
Clark on West Main Street, and William Nightingale
was an early settler on Page Street.

Atout the year 1760, Samuel Blanchard, with
his wife and eight children. came from Braintree to
East Stoughton and settled on a farm one-half mile
east of what is now ""The New Cemetery, on East
Main Street.””  William, his second son, married
Rachel Spear of Braintree, April 4, 1771, and soon
thereafter erected a house on "‘Murray's Hill, East
Stoughton’’, probably a part of the Isaac Beals house,
now the home of Mrs. Wallace Beals, on West Main
Sctreet.

About the year 1790 the house in the village
known as “Blanchard’s Tavern'" was erected, and
William Blanchard kept a public house and general
merchandise store there. William's son Lemuel, who
succeeded his father in the ownership of the “Old
Homestead'', disposed of the property to his cousin
Isaac Gardiner Blanchard, who lived there until his
dzath on April 20, 1868.

In 1768 Amariah Harris came from Brookline
and married Elizabeth Littlefield, of Randolph. He

built the house, still standing. the home of the late
Robert A. Paine, on West Main Street. :

In 1737 the road West Main Street was laid
out beginning with the property of Edward Curtis,
and the only houses mentioned in the layout are those
of Theophilus Curtis and Nathaniel Hammond.

In 1759 a road (Canton Street) was laid out
just west of the North Stoughton Railroad to ac-
commodate the people of Curtis Corner who wished
to attend church in Stoughton.

As early as 1664 Page Street was known as
“Pigwackett Road"".

Pond Street was laid out in 1760 “from Ezra
Fisher's near the Hammon house. over dams by
Quincy’s Mill, to land of Robert Freeman'.

In 1753 East Main Street, then known as “The
Lower Road"" was built. “"The road to be two rods
wide except at ye brook two and three-fourths rods,
for ye benefit of travelers for a watering place’’.

Among the early houses on the Lower Road
was the home of Capt. Theophilius Curtis, grandson
of Moses Curtis, on the west side of the road, the
site of the present Gaffney home. The house came
down by inheritance to Charles and Cassander Little-
field: the house of Nathantel Littlefield on the east
side: and the house of William Curtis, later known
as the "Dolly Holbrook' house on the east side.
Dolly Holbrook was a daughter of William Curtis.
The hovse of Lot Leach, now the home of Carter
Graham, was on the west side, and the houses of
Barnabus Howard (or Hayward) and Simeon
Leach were on the east side of the road.

South Stteet was laid out 1n 1770, and at that
time Nathaniel Linfield built his house on the site
of the Oscar Sewall house.

In 1808 Seth Alden, born in Abington, No-
vember 3. 1777, purchased about eighty acres of
land from a Mrs. Howard and built his house on
“The Lower Road”. The original house was burned
on November 22, 1819, and in the fire his son Adon-
iram Judson Alden, aged two years, five months,
locked in a closet by an older child in play, lost his
life. Two days after another Adoniram Judson was
born. This house was always owned and occupied
by a descendant of Seth Alden until Edith Glover
Ryder, a great great granddaughter sold the property
a few years ago to James F. and John N. Mennino.

In the old cemetery on East Main Street may
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HISTORICAL SKETCH—continued

be found the names of Blanchard, Briggs, Alden,
Curtis, Hammond, Littlefield, Wales and others dat-
ing back to the year 1770. In the Holbrook family
cemetery on South Street lie buried the Beals, Hol-
brooks and Wentworths from the year 1808, and in
the Curtis family cemetery, on Page Street, are buried
members of that family dating from the year 1827.

The East Stoughton Cemetery, now the Avon
Cemetery, was laid out in 1847, and St. Michael's
Cemetery in the year 1880.

In a deed dated 1776 transferring fifteen acres
of land from William Curtis to William Curtis, Jr.,
the following reservations were made:

“Reserving all the iron ore that may be found
thereon to the use of the towns of Stoughton and
Dorchester forever”.

In 1657 the town of Dorchester gave one thou-
sand acres of land, “'the sale or income from which
to be used for schools”. Some of the land situated
near Bridgewater was, in the year 1747, divided be-
tween the towns of Dorchester and Stoughton by
committees chosen from both tocwns. Dorchester
received one hundred and forty acres, Stoughton
ninety acres.

On March 15, 1741, the town of Stoughton
voted:

“"T'hat a moving school be kept in this town in
the several places where it has heretofore been kept:
as also in that part of ye town where Moses Curtis
and others live”.

About the year 1745 schools were kept in pri-
vate houses in the town of Stoughton. John Dicker-
man was what might be called a traveling teacher,
and no doubt the children of Curtis Corner were
instructed by him. On November 6, 1754 it was
voted:

“*That Curtis’ school shall be kept in sum con-
venient house as near ye meeting house’’.

At the time of the establishment of the school
system the town was divided into School Districts,
East Stoughton having two Districts, Numbers 1 and
2, corresponding to the Gifford and Littlefield dis-
tricts.

Prudential committees were appointed to have
full charge of the schools in each district; among the
duties of each prudential committee was the hiring

¢l teachers and providing boarding places for them,
supplying books and also building of school houses
when necessary. A moderator was chosen to preside
at the meetings, and a clerk appointed to keep the
records. The record books to be returned to the
town. In 1869 this school system was discontinued.

About the year 1794 or 1795 a school house
was built near the former Anderson Farm on West
Main Street. In 1831 one was built on West Main
Street near the Hammond property (in the vicinity
of Gill and West Main Streets) .

In 1854 a school building was erected on the
present site of the Littlefield School. This building
was destroyed by fire on January 31, 1896, and the
present building (now the quarters of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars) replaced it.

On a map dated 1854 is a school building on
the site of the present Avon High School. In 1872
the town of Stoughton voted to erect two school
buildings, one at Stoughton Centre and the other at
East Stoughton; thus the Gifford School was crected
to replace the one so long in use. Part of the old build-
ing was removed to the east side of West Main Street
and has been recently occupied as a bowling alley.
The other part was removed to the east corner of
Rock and West Main Streets and remodeled into a
dwelling house by one James Dobherty. It is still
in use.

In the year 1936 the Gifford School was re-
modeled and enlarged, with a fine auditorium and
gymnasium added, making it practically a new build-
ing.

The Town of Avon has reason to be proud of
the patriotism of its citizens in time of war. First
Lieutenant, afterwards Captain, Simeon Leach of
East Stoughton was a member of the company raised
by Captain William Briggs of Stoughton at the time
of the Lexington alarm.

Among the names of those who took part in
the war of the Revolution and whose services are
credited to Stoughton, may be found Blanchard, Bur-
rell. Crane, Curtis, French, Goldthwaite, Hall, Har-
ris, Holbrook, Howard, Leach and Littlefield, all
residents of East Stoughton.

In the War of the Rebellion of 1861, Stough-

ton, including East Stoughton, furnished her full
quota of men under every call. There were five hun-
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HISTORICAL SKETCH-—continued

dred and five men-on Stoughton’s quota and thirty-
five men served on the rosters of other towns, making
a total of five hundred and forty. Seventy-cight of
these brave men laid down their lives on the battle-
fields. In this war appeared for the first time names
of men who during the past thirty years had come
with their families from Ireland and settled locally,
among them the names Conley, Connery, Lynch,
Greelish, Walsh, Geary and others,

[n the First World War, one hundred and six
men and one woman from Avon answered their
Country's call. Two of our boys, Andrew L. Goeres
and Charles W. Whiting gave their lives on the bat-
tlefields of France. The name of Avon Square was
changed to Goeres Square in honor of the former,
and the local legion post named Charles W. Whiting
Post in honor of the latter.

In rememberance of the men of Avon who
fought to save the Union, 1861-1865, Mr: Orlando
Leach. a native of East Stoughton, grandson of Capt.
[_ot Leach. swho served in the War of 1812, and great
grandson of Capt. Stmeon [each, who fought in the
Revolutionary War, and who himseltf was a Caprain
in the Civil War and recruited a company from this
section, presented to the town the monument which
stands at the junction of East and West Main Streets,
in the Square. The monument was dedicated with
appropriate ceremontes on Memorial Day, bay 30,
1905.

On August 24, 1780, a group of people num-
bering thirty-five, desiring to organize a Baptist
Church met at the home of John Howard in the
“east part of the Town of Stoughton, and under an
apple tree opposite his house, on old Canton Street”
now Page Street. On November 23, 1781 a com-
mittee was appointed “to purchase a spot of land to
set a Meeting House on'', which was secured (rom
Caleb Howard “"north of the boundary line between
the towns of Stoughton and Braintree’” (now the
Avon-Randolph line}. The sum paid was 4.10
shillings. On June 3rd, 1784, the Baptist Meeting
House was finished. Cost was 261 1bs. 95 9d. Dedi-
cation of the church is believed to have occurred
November 23. [784. In 1828 it was decided to
“"move and enlarge the building to a site over the line
in the town of Stoughton (now the site of the garage
on the easterly side of the Square) and on September
7. 1831, the rebuilt church was dedicated. On

March 9, 1846, a site [or a new building was ¢}
opposite the church on land of Albert Smith, where
the present church now stands.  The new church wag
dedicated March 30, 1848.  Cost of same $7.363.0¢.
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T'here are some interesting facts concerning the
erecting of the present church building. Two sides
were framed on trestles, or horses. on the ground,
ropes and pulleys were then put in place by a sailor
from Boston and a yoke of oxen hotsted the sides in
place.  Oxen were also used to pull the bell up into
the steeple.

Between the years 1830 and 1840 several Cath-
olic families settled in this section, and as there was
no church of their faith in this vicinity they were
obliged to attend services in Quincy and Boston,
often walking to these places. Occasionally Mass
was celebrated at private houses in the village by
priests from Quincy.

At the completion of St. Mary's Catholic
Church in Randolph, the Catholics of East Stough-
ton, who by that time had greatly increased in num-
bers, attended services in Randolph until arrange-
ments were made by Rev. M. J. Burns for regular
services in East Stoughton at Forrest Hall.  (Forrest
Hall was the second story of the building now occu-
pied as a garage on the easterly side of the Square).

The congregation grew so rapidly that about
the vear 1871 under the supervision of Rev. Fr.
Burus, of Randolph, work was begun on the con-
struction of the present St. Michael's Church, and
on August 11, 1872 the church was dedicated by Rt.
Rev. John J. Williams., Archbishop of the Boston
Diocese. The church was still in charge of the Pastor
of St. Mary's, of Randolph. until February, 1888,
when a new parish comprising Holbrook and Avon
was established with the parochial residence in Hol-
brook.

On February 25, 1908, Avon was separated
from Holbrook and made an independent parish, the
first pastor being Rev. Edwin J. Dolan who arranged
for and completed the purchase of the Hiram Blan-
chard estate for a rectory. The golden jubilee of St.
Michael's was celebrated on November 2, 1922 under
the direction of Rev. Leo J. O'Neil, pastor.

The early settlers of East Stoughton gained their
{ivelihood from the soil, but as the manufacturing
of boots became an important industry in this section
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HISTORICAL SKETCH--continued

the little village became a thriving center of activity.
As early as 1816 Jonathan Littlefield manufactured
boots, and in 1820 Isaac Beals was a well known
manufacturer. Among other names prominent in
the industry were Tucker, Blanchard, Wales, Gold-
thwaite, and Foster.

‘While the village of East Stoughton was some-
what independent, yet it was a part of the town of
Stoughton and greatly interested in the affairs of gov-
ernment in that town. It was fairly represented, al-
though having less than one-third of the population
of Stoughton, by one member of the Schoel Commnt-
tee, a Highway Surveyor, and a Constable. latc in
the 1870’s, the town of Stoughton voted to purchase
two steam fire engines, one for Stoughton Centre and
one for East Stoughton.

At the annual Stoughton town meeting held on
March 5, 1887, it was voted to establish voting pre-
cincts in the town, Precinct 1, which included all
residing west of Salisbury Brook, having at that time
nine hundred and seventy-nine legal voters, and Pre-
cinct 2, including all of East Stoughton, having two
hundred and seventy-five legal voters. At the State
election held in November, 1887, Precinct 2 had the
privilege of voting as an entity for the first time. The
first election officers were Charles H. Felker, Patrick
E. McGonnigle and W. Elmer Crane.

At that election, one of the citizens of East
Stoughton, Mr. Bernard Dolan was elected as Repre-
sentative to the General Court from the district com-
posed of Randolph, Stoughton, Sharon and Walpole.
Mr. Dolan was the father of the late John T. Dolan
for many years a Selectman of Avon.

Prior to the year 1887, water was supplied tc
the town of Stoughton from private wells located on
the property of the owners. For fire protection large
wells or reservoirs were used, two of which were lo-
cated in East Stoughten.

The "Stoughton Water Company’” was granted
a franchise to lay water mains in the town to furnish
water to the inhabitants thereof. This was not ade-
quate protection against fire, and on June 18, 1887
a special town meeting was held in Stoughton to see
what action the town would take in relation to tak-
ing water from the hydrants of the Stoughton Water
Company for fire or other purposes. This meeting
was the first of at least seven special town meetings
held in relation to a water supply. Finally on Oc-

(ober 27, 1887, it was voted 1o establish a Fire De-
partment and to bire from the Stoughton Water
Company fifty hydrants.  This delay and contro-
versy caused great dissension 1n the town. The au-
zens of Last Stoughton were regular attendants at
(hese mectings and were opposed to the plan for fur-

nishing water.

By this time there was no close bond between
Fast Stoughton and Stoughton. IZach had scparate
schools, churches and stores, and Brockton was a
morc convenient business center.  Agitation grew for
the establishment of the cast section as a separate town
and a bill was filed in the Legislature by Dr. Silas S.
Gifford and cleven other signers to that effect. On
December 28, 1887, at a special town mecting held in
Stoughton, adjourned to December 30th, 1 was
voted that the sense of the meeting be that a division
of the town of Stoughton take place according to the
tenor of the petition filed in the office of the Secretary
of State, with the exception that the division line
from the intersection of Salisbury Brook and the Old
Colony Railroad be a straight line to the Brockton
line at the west side of Oak Street.

It was voted: That a committee of five. a ma-
jority of which shall be from East Stoughton, be ap-
pointed by the Chair for the purpose of presenting
the matter to the Legislature. Appointed: D. C. G.
Field, Hiram Blanchard, Henry H. Tucker, Elisha C.
Monk and William O. Faxen.

Action on the petition, guided by our Repre-
sentative to the General Court, Mr. Bernard Dolan,
was taken by the Legislature early in the session of
1888. It passed both branches, the House and the
Senate, and was signed by Governor Oliver Ames.

Now that the east section was a separate town,
the next question was the selection of a name. A
public meeting was called and all citizens urged 1o
attend and express an opinion. Mr. D. C. G. Field,
one of the leading citizens at that time, was chosen
chairman. He suggested that all proposed names be
written on a blackboard and voted for by a system of
elimination. Among the names proposed were Avon.
Austin, Grover, Garfield, Woodlawn and Standish.
The name ~Avon’’ received the highest number of
votes and was declared the choice of the citizens. It
had been considered a few years before when North
Bridgewater became Brockton,
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OUR THREE MEETING HOUSES

First Meeting House
Stoughton, January 7th, 1784 — At a Church and Society meeting at Brother Wm.
Blanchard’s in order to Build a meeting house . . . Voted to Caleb Howard four pounds

Ten Shillings LM. for a Quarter of an Acre of Land to Set said house upon, said peace of
Land Lying on the East Side of the Road by Capt. Jacob Wales . . . Chose three as a Com-
mittee to carry on said Building viz. Caleb Howard, Doct. Ephraim Wales and Benjamin
Mann . . . Proposed to Build said house 36 feet Long and 30 feet Wide.

* * * * *

Stoughton, April 6th, 1785 — The Receipt of Caleb Howard

This may Certify that I have been Chosen a Committeeman for the Baptist Church
and Society to provide stuff, meteriel, etc., and to Carry on the Building of them a
meating House in the South Parish of Braintree which I have Carried on as far as said
House is finished, and have procured a Sufficient Number of Casements to fill the
window frames of said meeting House and Have Expended for the purpose Two Hundred
and Sixty-one pounds, Nine Shillings & Nine pence, and I have this Day settled with Wm.
Briggs, Wm. Blanchard and Zaccheus Thayer, their Committee — and I have this Day and
heretofore Recd the whole of the above said sum, the Receipt whereof I am fully satis-
fied, and T do Deliver up said meeting house to said Committee to finish and to improve
as said Church and Society shall think proper, as Witness my hand

Signed By — Caleb Howard, Committee.

The meeting house which Caleb turned over to the Church and Society on April
6th, 1785 “to finish and to improve” had been built just over the town line in the
South Parish of Braintree, now Randolph. It remained unfinished for a number of years.
The Society voted in November, 1786 ““that any person have Liberty to proceed in Build-
ing the Seats Below and in Lathing the meeting house provided they are willing to
Reserve their pay in pews that shall hereafter be sold.” There is an earlier entry of
February 23, 1785 in which they voted to draw a petition to Elder Stillman’s Church, the
First Baptist of Boston, “for to ask Some Assistance for ye finishing of our Meeting
House.” This entry was ruled out, and apparently the members decided not to ask for
help.

The Society voted on August 26, 1800 — fifteen years after Caleb Howard turned
the meeting house over to the Committee to finish — “to finish the meeting house by
subscription and voted that the Committee go on and finish it.” And on May 20, 1801 it
was voted “to choose a Committee of two to settle with the Committee of three chosen
to finish the meeting house.” Finally, in April, 1803, the Society accepted the favorable
report of “the Committee Chosen to settle with the Committee Chosen to finish the
Meeting House™

No sketches, drawings or plans of the first meeting house have been found. A clue
to what it might have looked like can be found in the present-day Baptist Church in
Marshfield. That building, dating from 1940, is itself a replica of their first meeting house
built a few years after the church was organized in 1788. It has about the same outside
dimensions as the house proposed in our minutes of January 7, 1784 and also the stairs
leading to a “‘galery for the Singers” mentioned in our records. The fact that Rev. Joel
Briggs served the Marshfield Church as an occasional supply preacher in the 1790’s lends
further support to a possible connection. The artist’s sketch of our first meeting house
which appeared in the 150th Anniversary Program, is probably a quite accutate repre-
sentation. The artist was the late Delma Cannon Baker, then a high school student and
daughter of Charles W. Cannon, our second oldest living member.



The mens’ and womens’ seats were removed in a few years to be replaced by family
pews purchased by subscription. Each family was responsible for building its own pew.
Some of them were rather slow about doing so, and the church voted in August, 1800
“that proprietors of pews in the meeting house should build their pews within three
months, or the Society is to build them”. The same year they voted “that the spots over
the stairs should be appropriated to the use of Black people & shall be built by subscrip-
tion”. Like most meeting houses of this period, our first meeting house was unheated.

When 43 members were dismissed to form the North Baptist Church of Randolph
in 1819, one of the conditions of their dismissal was “that they would allow the quiet
and peaceable possession of the Meeting House to the remaining members of the Church
so long as it shall be improved as a place of public worship by a Baptist Church”. The
meeting house fell into disrepair during the 1820’s when the congregation was weakened
by the removal of the North Baptist group.

After a great deal of discussion and some delay the remaining members voted in
November, 1830 to rebuild the meeting house “on the land of Mr. John Woodbury,
south of his barn” (on the east side of the present-day Goeres Square). Johnson Tolman
was appointed agent to superintend the building of the meeting house. The building
committee included Chartes Packard, Seth Alden, Isaac Blanchard, Lemuel Blanchard,
Samuel Tolman and Ebenezer Crane.

At first the Society wanted to move the old meeting house to the new location.
They must have found that the building was unsound, because it was finally left with the
building committee to decide what part, if any, of the old meeting house would be used
in the construction of the new one. A long drawn-out dispute ensued with some of the
pew holders of the old meeting house when they refused to relinquish their rights in the
building. The Clerk of the Society finally had to obtain a legal opinion stating that “the
pew owners have no right to the pews or the spots on which they stand.” Rev. Avery
Briggs of Malden, the youngest son of Rev. Joel Briggs, preached the final sermon in
the old meethouse, where his father had preached for forty-one years.

¢ Second Meeting House

The second meeting house had several features which had been missing in the old
one. It was larger — 47 feet long by 35 feet wide — with a 7 foot porch extending the
width of the building. There was a small steeple and a bell. A plaster arch extended “over
the singers’ seats and the pulpit.” The old meeting house had casement windows, but the
new house was to have “the lower sash of four of the large windows to rise and the other
two to have the upper sash to drop — all to be hung with weights; and to have the blinds
to each window in two parts.”

Most of the cost of erecting the second meeting house was raised by subscription
and the names of the donors and the amounts subscribed are listed in the records. The
ordination of Rev. Isaac Smith, our fourth pastor, and the dedication of the house of
worship both took place on the same day, Wednesday, September 7, 1831.

The new meeting house was apparently not heated at first. On Sept. 15, 1832 it
was voted that “the Trustees recommend to the congregation that they take their foot-
stoves from the House and the clerk to post a notice of the same.” Thereafter the records
show occasional payments for fuel and for building fires. Leaks around the stove pipe
caused some trouble because they voted in April, 1839 “that the Trustees clean those
pews under the funnel and keep them so during the Year, so that those who hire them
may not be disturbed by the dropping of water, the Trustees to bring in their bills for the
same.”



Oct. 1780
Nov. 23, 1782
Aug. 26, 1800
Aug. 21,1815
May 20, 1829
Apr.7, 1837
Sept. 4, 1869
Apr. 7, 1884
Apr. 17, 1885
Dec., 1891
Dec., 1892
Dec., 1900
Dec., 1903

1905-1909
1910
1911-1917
1918
1919
1920-1922
1923-1935
1935-1936

CHURCH CLERKS - 1780-1980

Caleb Howard
Isaac Thayer
Jonathan Blanchard
Samuel Spear
Johnson Tolman
Charles Packard
William T. Page
George J. Smith
Frank W. Crane
Charles F. Porter
W. Elmer Crane
Charles F. Porter
George E. Whitten

March, 1905
Dec., 1919
Dec., 1920
Dec., 1921
Jan., 1924
Dec., 1927
Dec., 1928
Jan., 1931
Feb., 1931
Dec., 1931
Jan., 1969
Longest tenure:

Frank W. Crane

Fred Clark

Emil Sandwen

S. Minot Crane

H. George Slater

Fred Clark

George E. Goody
Bertha Chase

Merle Willis (pro-tem)
Emma S. Keyes
Margaret Babbin
Emma S. Keyes, 37 yrs.

CHURCH PRESIDENTS FROM 1905 TO 1950*

Dr. Edwin P. Linfield
George S. Hutchinson
Dr. Edwin P. Linfield
Fred A. Parmenter
George E. Whitten
Frank W. Crane

Fred L. Porter

Alfred Benway

1937-1938
1939
1940
1941-1947
1947-1948
1949
1950

Emil H. Sandwen
George E. Goody
Alfred Benway
Herman A. Barker
James Parker
Edward Beyor
Lewis Crane

* From 1786 to 1905 the Moderator was the presiding officer at each business meeting.
There were many who held the office of Moderator. The President became the
presiding officer under the new by-laws of 1905. Under the by-laws adopted on
January 18, 1951 the pastor holds the office of Moderator of all Church meetings.
Under the 1975 by-laws the Moderator may be a lay person.

1829-
1850-1854
1855-1856
1857
1858-1860

1861
1862
1863
1864-1869
1870-1872
1873-1874
1875-1876
1877-1881
1882
1883
1884
1885-1896
1897-1898
1899-1901
1902

CHURCH SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS 1829-1980

Johnson Tolman
Charles Packard
Jonathan May
Dr. E.G. Leach
David Curtis,
0.B. Clark

Dr. E.G. Leach
Charles Packard
William T. Page
Charles Shaw
George Chapen
Rev. E.F. Strickland
William T. Page
W.R. Parkes
Marcus M. Porter
D.C.S. Field
Marcus M. Porter
Frank W. Crane
Edgar L. Crocker
Ellen E. Capen
Robert Cook

1903
1904-1909
1910-1917
1918-1919
1920
1921-1922
1923
1924-1925
1926-1927
1928-1936
1937-1939
1940
1941-1953
1953-1957
1958-1962
1963

1964

1965
1966-1976
1977
1978-

S. Minot Crane
George E. Whitten
Lewis Crane
Herman A. Barker
Fred Howard
Emil Sandwen
Fred Howard
Hugh Nixon

F. Leroy Foster
Emil Sandwen
Edith Razoux
Henry Anderson
Edith Razoux
Henry Anderson
Richard Olive
Erik Fehrm
Ruth Watson
Clyde Fenner
Robert Williams
Nancy Yucius
Brenda Brooks




Members had the choice of purchasing a pew in the meeting house or renting one
by the year. In either case, rents or interest earned on the pews were to be applied toward
the minister’s salary. The Trustees issued deeds, some of which are copied in the records,
conveying the pew “to the buyer, his heirs and assigns for his and their use and behoof
forever” The Church voted in 1831 “that any person considering him-or herself too poor
to hire a seat, by applying to the Trustees, and they considering him or her as such, may
obtain a seat gratuitously.”

By 1845 the Church had outgrown the second meeting house. The members at first
voted to enlarge the building, and they appointed a committee for that purpose. Within
a few months that committee was dismissed, and a new committee — Isaac Blanchard,
Charles Packard and Samuel Crane — was appointed in April, 1846 to procure a new site
and to erect a third meeting house. The second meeting house was sold in 1848, and for
many years it was used as a social hall and meeting place for patriotic and other organiza-
tions in the town. Older members of the church will remember it as Forrest Hall. The
building was razed shortly after World War 1.

Present Meeting House

The new building committee purchased from Albert Smith “ten rods of Land on
the main Publick Road and parallel with the New Road” — our present site. The plans
called for “70 or 74 pews nine feet in length with a Centre Isle four feet wide, the wall
Isles three and one-half feet wide”, and the Committee recommended that theold pews in
the second meeting house be used.

Two interesting points on construction methods have been handed down to us,
although these details do not appear in the records. Mrs. Emma Keyes, our late Church
Clerk, was told by her grandfather that the sides of the building were built on the ground,
and oxen were used to draw the block and tackle used to raise them into position. Lewis
Crane heard from his grandfather that a sailor from the Boston Navy Yard came out here
to take charge of raising the 1300 pound bell into position, an engineering feat which
cost them $9.83.

The meeting house was dedicated on Thursday, March 30, 1848 with the pastor,
Rev. Isaac Smith, preaching the dedication sermon.

The Building Committee submitted this report on October 16, 1848:

Paid to J. Sanger for building house $4,831.83
Land purchased from Albert Smith 860.47
For stone and setting with expense of carting 256.50
For digging and stoning cellar 148.30
Work on bank and yard 162.83
For painting house 301.22
For pulpit 300.00
For lumber for fence 16.47
New Bell 381.30
Hanging same 9.83
Carpet 94.31
Total $7,363.06

The cost of the new building was met by public subscription, in part, and by the
sale of the Briggs’ parsonage, the second meeting house, and the old bell.
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Third Meeting House, 1848; Parsonage, 1896; Addition, 1966

£33

Chancel Restoration, 1948




THE COVENANT OF 1780

We Do Now in the Preasence of the Great, all-Seeing and Most Glorious God &
before Angles and Men Give up our Selves to the Lord Jehovah, Father, Son and Holy
Ghost & avouch Him this day to be our God, our Father, our Saviour & our Leader and
Receive Him as our portion forever --- - ---

We Give up ourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ and adhear to him as the head of his
People in the Covenant of Grace and Rely on him as our Prophet, Priest and King to bring
us to Eternal Blessedness. We acknowledge our Obligation to him by a Godly and Vir-
tuous life in this present World in all our Several places and Relations, and we Do Engage
by the Assistance of the Divine Spirit to Improve all our time and Strength, talents and
advantage for his Glory and the Good of our fellow men . . . ... .

Promising by Divine Help to Walk in our House with a perfect heart, to train up
those under our Care in the Ways of God . . . . . . and we also Give up ourselves to one
another in Covenant, Promising to act toward Each other as Brothers in Christ, Watching
over one another in the Love of God: and to Watch Not only against those that are more
Gross Evils, but also against all foolish Talking and Jesting which is Not Convenient;
Vain Disputing about Words and things which Gender Strife; Disregarding Promises and
Not fullfilling of Engagementes; Talking and backbiting; Spending time Idly at taverns or
Elsewhere; and Vain and unnecessary Wordly Conversation on the Lords Days; and What-
soever Else is Contrary to Sound Doctrine according to the Gospel of Christ . . . . ..

Promising to hold Communion together in the Worship of God and in the ordi-
nances and Discipline of his Church according to God’s Word: Flying to the Blood of the
Everlasting Covenant for the pardon of our Many Sins and praying that the Lord would
Strengthen us to Every Good Work to do his Will, Working in us that which is well-
pleasing in his Sight through Jesus Christ to Whom be Glory for Ever and Ever Amen . . .

COVENANT MEMBERS

Caleb Howard
John Howard
William Briggs
Seth Packard
William Holbrook
Micah White
Enoch Penniman
Simeon Howard
William Blanchard
Deering Spear
Isaac Thayer
Zacheus Thayer
Benjamin Mann
Richard Thayer
Thomas Curtis
Timothy Goldthwait
Joshua Dunbar
Noah Whitcomb

Edmund Littlefield
Amasa Porter
Lemuel Spear

Hezekiah Thayer
Prude Howard
Mary Howard
Mary Briggs
Elizabeth Spear
Hannah Battles
Millie Holbrook
Hepzibah Howard
Sarah Silvester
Rachel Lovel
Lois Packard
Elizabeth Mann
Mary Littlefield
Anna Reedux
Hannah Joys




THE BAPTIST CHURCH IN EAST STOUGHTON 1780 - 1850

This history of the East Stoughton Baptist Church appeared in the printed minutes
of the Second Anniversary Meeting of the Boston South Baptist Association held with the
Baptist Church of Jamaica Plain, Roxbury, September 11 and 1 2, 1850.

In accordance with a resolution adopted at the first meeting of the Boston South
Baptist Association in 1848 the history of each of the original member churches was
to be published in the annual minutes until all had been recorded. The Avon Church his-
tory, accordingly, appeared in the minutes of 1850. The history was evidently written by
Rev. Isaac Smith, pastor from 1831 to 1854. This is our only written source for the tradi-
tion that the service of August 24, 1780 took place under the shade of an apple tree at
the house of John Howard on Page Street. Rev. Smith gives a vivid account of the 1820's
when the church was, for a time, almost defunct.

This Church was constituted August 24, 1780. It consisted at the time of its forma-
tion, of thirty-six members. The record of the occasion is exceedingly defective, and the
original members have all passed away. It appears that the Council convened at the house
of Mr. John Howard. Rev. William Nelson, then of Norton, was chosen Moderator, and
Rev. Asa Hunt, of Middleboro, Scribe. The memorable thirty-six, whose names are given,
were from “the east part of Stoughton, the north part of Bridgewater, and the south
part of Braintree,” now Randolph;and “being present, declared their desire to embody in
a church.” The records state “that they had been baptized — that the said elders examin-
ed into their experiences and characters — as also their Articles of Faith and Covenant —
after which they gave themselves up to God and one another in covenant, engaging by
Divine help to carry on the worship of God and those ordinances He hath appointed for
his people to observe.” From some who have lingered with us till within a few years, we
have learned that the public services were held under the shade of an applie tree — the
sermon was preached by the moderator of the council, and the hand of fellowship was
presented by the clerk. What other brethren, if any participated, we have no means of
knowing,

Those members evidently evinced as much fervent piety and moral courage as
would now be expected in a missionary to the farthest clime. In all the County of Nor-
folk there was but a single Baptist Church, and that at a distance of twenty miles, in
Medfield. The prevalent feeling and influence around them was unfavorable to their ex-
tension, and even threatening to their existence as a church. They were, however, strong
in the potency of truth and sustained by the blessing of Almighty God.

For several years after its constitution, the church were without a pastor or a house
of worship; and whether for business or devotion, they met at private houses, choosing
at each time some brother to manage the proceedings.

January 7th, 1784, it is recorded, “At a Church and Society meeting at Bro. Wm.

Blanchard’s, in order to build a Meeting House, Voted to Caleb Howard 4 pounds 10
shillings Legal Money for a quarter of an acre of land to set said meeting house upon,
said piece of land lying on the east side of the road by Capt. Jacob Wales.” A building
committee were appointed, and in a postscript it is added, “1784. June 3d, the Bap-
tist Meeting-house was built.”

Small as the effort may seem, they at one time considered it overwhelming, and
“Voted to apply to Dr. Stillman’s Church for help; but a long black line is drawn across
the vote as recorded, and they evidently concluded to meet the exigency themselves.

Of the time or services of the dedication we have no record. We have ascertained
orally, that the Sermon was delivered by Dr. Stillman. That house was in the town of
Braintree, what is now Randolph, being at that time the south parish of that town. In
1793 Randolph was incorporated, and the church in the early records of the denomina-
tion is known as the church in Randolph.




The labors of the first pastor, Rev. Joel Briggs, commenced in January, 1785, and
his ordination took place December 5, 1787. The sermon on the occasion was delivered
by President Manning of Providence. It would be interesting, to the present members at
least, to know what other brethren, long since gone, participated in the solemn service;
but so much only is rescued from oblivion.

We must pass over in silence almost the whole eventful life of that pioneer of the
gospel in his chosen field. His faithfulness has left its impress on hearts that still throb,
and on many redeemed spirits that are now his crown of rejoicing. He was blessed with
numerous revivals, and many were gathered to the church. His hearers, during a part of
his ministry, were from at least six different towns, and beyond the limits of these are
still some who mention his name with tearful eyes.

On the 22nd of June, 1814, twenty-one were dismissed to unite in constituting the
Baptist church in Canton. On the 13th of September, 1819, a request was presented to
the Church from forty-two of its members to be dismissed for the purpose of forming a
church in the northerly part of Randolph. The dismission of these, and others soon after,
left the church in a very enfeebled state.

Under date of June 6, 1825, is the following entry: — “On account of the age and
infirmities of our worthy, mush esteemed, and venerable pastor, Rev. Joel Briggs, he
having informed us that he could no longer supply us — Voted, to invite the Rev. Oren
Tracy, &c.” Thus ended the public labors of Mr. Briggs, after serving in Christian simpli-
city and faithfulness forty years and five months.

The ordination of Mr. Tracy as the second pastor, took place Nov. 9, 1825. His
ministry with them was short, extending but little beyond a period of two years. Decem-
ber 14, 1827, he was, at his own request, dismissed. His labors while he remained were
blessed, and his removal was like the stroke of death.

Then followed the most gloomy period in the history of the church. Mr. Briggs was
soon called to his reward, and his “prayers were ended.” Rev. Samuel Glover commenced
preaching with them in July, 1828, and remained something less than two years. He was
regarded as a man of devoted piety, but such were the discouragements under which he
labored that the cause of religion advanced but little during his ministry. Left then entirely
destitute, with the mere wreck of a house of worship, and that since the formation of
the church at North Randolph, far from central — unable to procure preaching, and fail-
ing to sustain meetings among themselves — the church seemed well-nigh extinct. Meet-
ings were then commenced by another denomination in a schoolhouse not far distant. In
this condition of things the present pastor, being then in the vicinity, was invited to make
his first effort in the old meeting house. This was done; and having visited them occasion-
ally, and having passed a number of vacations with them — the house in the meantime
having been rebuilt in Stoughton — the ordination and dedication both occurred on
September 7, 1831,

That house was occupied between sixteen and seventeen years; when more room was
required, a new and more spacious one was erected and dedicated to Almighty God,
March 30, 1848.

Editorial Note

Rev. William Nelson, pastor of the Baptist Church of Taunton was Moderator on August 24, 1780
when our church was constituted. The Scribe on that occasion was Rev. Asa Hunt of the Third Baptist
Church of Middleboro, now the Baptist part of the Rock Village Federated Church.

“Dr. Stillman’s Church”, referred to in the record, is the First Baptist Church of Boston organized
in the 1660’s.

“President Manning of Providence” was Dr. James Manning, the first president of Brown Univer-
sity.

The Baptist Church in Canton, organized in 1814, is now defunct. The members and their endowed
funds became a part of the Congregational Church of Canton.




